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Synopsis

Extensively revised and expanded in this fourth edition, Exploring Philosophy: An Introductory
Anthology is a uniquely accessible and engaging introduction to philosophy. Steven M. Cahn brings
together exceptionally clear recent essays by noted philosophers and supplements them with
influential historical sources. Most importantly, the articles have been carefully edited to make them
understandable to every reader. The topics are drawn from across the major fields of philosophy
and include knowledge and skepticism, mind and body, freedom and determinism, the existence of
God, identity and immortality, ethical reasoning, abortion, euthanasia, world hunger, democracy,
social justice, art, and life and death. The readings are enhanced by concise introductions, study
questions, explanatory notes, and suggestions for further reading.NEW TO THE FOURTH
EDITION:* More than fifty new readings greatly expand the book’s coverage and its flexibility for
course use* More than half of the new readings are "Historical Sources," which introduce students
to philosophical classics and help them understand the contemporary selections* Four new
sections--ldentity and Immortality, Social Justice, Art, and Life and Death--extend the anthology’s
range into areas that today’s students find especially compelling* Study Questions after each

reading help students test their comprehension and encourage class discussion
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Customer Reviews

No book has ever changed my life the way this one has. | am a lover of logic and philosophy, and
this book gave the Michael Philips of my heart an ocean to swim through. Although this was for

college, | will never lose, forget, or remove it from my bookshelf, unless | am reading through it



again. It is filled past the brim with insight of some of the greatest philosophers. It makes ample
discussion when trying to impress friends and colleagues, and changes your very frame of mind in

which you see everything.

This is one of the few textbooks | have ever been required to purchase that | actually enjoy reading.
There are typically both sides of any given argument right next to each other in the book. Following
each side of the argument are questions that help you understand your own thoughts on the subject

matter, rather than try to guide you down one path or the other.

If you’re into Philosophy I'm sure this book will serve you well. It was required for the Philosophy
course I'm taking in college. It's not the easiest to understand and | found myself re-reading a lot of
the material to truly grasp what some of the older Philosopher’s (Plato, Kant, Mill, Hume) are trying
to say or not to say! There is some more current ones in there from the 20th century, which are
easier to follow. Like | said, you have to be into Philosophy to like this book, it's not a lay mans

book, but not super advanced either. Try at your own risk, Philosophy just isn’t my thing.....

| needed this book for a college course, and overall it served it's purpose well. | enjoyed the content
on a personal level, but it probably would not be my first choice if | was looking to buy a book on

philosophy for personal reading.

This tome offers a plethora of varied perspectives on the main philosophical issues explored
through the ages. Overall it presents most views on each topic, with the editor adding his own view

in the mix on occasion.

So far | have read several segments of this book, and it is easy to follow. The book provides

information about the background before reading a piece. | have enjoyed this textbook so far.

Definitely a must have for any philosophy enthusiasts. Has works ofmany greats like Socrates and

Plato. Any | had to buy it for college butwas a pleasure to learn!

This book is actually good. | had to order it for my philosophy class. | didn’t expect to like anything

about it, but there are a few good philosophical arguments.
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